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Thanksgiving 2020
On the question of how to celebrate the upcoming 

holiday. 
While Doug Ford’s language was less direct, Ontario 

Minister of Health Christine Elliott suggested that similar 
recommendations are in effect for the entire province.

“We are asking people just to use their judgement, the 
rules are out there,”  urging everyone to look at their own 
family situation and consider the health and safety of 
elderly or vulnerable relatives.

“Don’t get involved in large groups — 20, 30-person 
family dinners are not what we should be doing right 
now,” she said. “We need to just really stick to our close 
household unit so that we can flatten the curve and get 
out of this second wave.”

Update to Mandatory Face Covering in 
Indoor Public Places

The Order issued September 10, 2020, by the Grey Bruce Medical Officer of 
Health requiring face coverings in indoor public places expires on October 9, 
2020, and will not be renewed.

New provincial regulations require mandatory face coverings in all public 
indoor settings, with specific exemptions. The requirements were part of 
changes announced Friday, October 2, to help slow the spread of the second 
wave of COVID-19.

The provincial regulations are similar to the Grey Bruce Order; the main 
differences between the two are that:
• The person responsible for the business organization “shall ensure” 

compliance. Ensuring compliance is a higher expectation than the Grey Bruce 
Order that required “best efforts”.

• Children between 2 and 5 are not exempt even if refusing to wear a facial 
covering.

• Sector-specific exemptions are not available for churches, libraries, community 
centres, private and public transportation, hospitals, health facilities, or 
regulated health professionals’ offices.
It should be noted that while certain exemptions apply under the provincial 

regulations, it is not necessary for a person to present evidence that they are 
entitled to any of the exceptions.

Dr. Ian Arra, Medical Officer of Health and Chief Executive Officer
519-376-9420 or 1-800-263-3456 ext. 1269 
or d.ferguson@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca 

The Town of The Blue Mountains Council is considering their own municipal bylaw 
in regards to Masks when members of Grey County council decided enforcement 
County-wide would be too difficult. A difference between the two measures is that 
an order is enforced by public health inspectors, while a bylaw can be enforced by 
municipal bylaw officers and police.

Surveys and More Surveys
After your Thanksgiving dinner this year have a say in 

how the Town Council moves forward on upcoming 
projects. They want to hear from you. See page 2

Fire Prevention Week runs from 
October 4 to 10 in communities 
across the province. 

To mark Fire Prevention Week 2020, Ontario’s Office of 
the Fire Marshal encourages all Ontarians to take action 
to ensure they are safe from kitchen fires at home. The 
theme of this year’s Fire Prevention Week is “Serve Up 
Fire Safety in the Kitchen.”

“Fire Prevention Week is an excellent time to teach and 
remind people what they can do to promote fire safety,” 
said Solicitor General Sylvia Jones. “With more people 
working at home than ever before, this week will focus 
on tips and tools for fire safety in the kitchen. I encourage 
all individuals and families to take the time to review their 
cooking practices to prevent fires and keep loved ones 
safe.”
• Always stay in the kitchen when cooking and turn the 

stove completely off if you must leave.
• Keep a proper fitting lid near the stove. If a pot of oil 

catches fire, slide the lid over the pot and turn off the 
stove. Do not move the pot. Never throw water on a 
burning pot.

• Keep anything that burns - plastic utensils, dishcloths, 
paper towels - a safe distance from the stove.

• Cook responsibly. To prevent cooking fires, you must be 
alert. You are not alert if you have consumed alcohol or 
drugs.

• Wear tight-fitted clothing or roll up your sleeves when 
using the stove. Loose, dangling clothing can easily 
catch fire.

• Keep young kids one metre away from the stove. Turn 
pot handles away from the stove’s edge so pots can’t 
easily be knocked off.

• If you burn yourself while cooking, run cool water 
over the wound for three to five minutes. If the burn is 
severe, seek medical attention.
Unfortunately, cooking fires occur all too often in 

Ontario. Making small changes to stay fire-safe can make 
a big difference in protecting you and your family.
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Friday, October 16 Deadline
The public survey for the Leisure Activities Plan has been extended 

by two additional weeks and is now scheduled to close on Friday, 
October 16, 2020.

The extension allows additional time for residents and stakeholders 
to submit comments regarding the development of the Leisure 
Activities Plan for the Town.

“With over 600 survey responses received to date, this additional 
two-week timeframe will allow a final opportunity for residents to 
submit their comments and feedback,” explained Councillor Peter 
Bordignon. “The creation of a Leisure Activities Plan is important to 
ensure proper planning for recreational, cultural, indoor and outdoor 
activities along with Community Hub infrastructure investments 
and to also ensure that the entire community has access to varied 
recreational opportunities.”

The goal of the Leisure Activities Plan is to anticipate and plan for 
the growing and changing recreational activity needs and desires 
within the community. When complete, the updated Leisure Activities 
Plan (LAP) will identify and prioritize community wants and desires 
and recommend a sound and realistic course of action to deliver 
recreation facilities, programs, and services to our residents. The 
study will identify opportunities for recreation and culture and will 
outline the process to examine the need for a multi-use recreation 
facility and consider what other Community Hub type infrastructure 
should be considered in the future short term to long term.

To complete the survey online, please visit the following link 
and sign in or register to create an account: http://yourview.
thebluemountains.ca/leisure-activities-plan. Paper copies of the 
survey are also available at Town Hall and at The Blue Mountains 
Public Library Branch.

For more information regarding parks, trails and beaches, please 
contact:

Ryan Gibbons
Director of Community Services
519-599-3131 ext. 281

yourview.thebluemountains.ca

Publisher Linda Wykes, printed by Riverside Press, 22 Louisa St. 
E., Thornbury 519-599-3345.  Your events, stories and photos of 
interest to our community can be emailed to info@visitblue.ca for 
inclusion in the newsletter by each Friday. Advertising rates are 
available by calling 519-599-3345 or  www.visitblue.ca   
E-NEWSLETTER  - Use the subscribe form on our website to 
receive the weekly E-newsletter. 
MAILED E-NEWSLETTER - You can also signup to receive the          
E- newsletter through Canada Post  $50 for 26 issues  
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER This newsletter is mailed to residents in 
The Blue Mountains the first week of each month
DONATE  - Through our website link; email transfer to info@
visitblue.ca or a cheque can be sent to Riverside Press, Box 387, 
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: We ask that letters be no longer than 
250 words, and adhere to standards of fairness, accuracy, legality 
and civility. Beyond that, we select letters on the basis of timeliness, 
relevance and diversity and reserve the right to not publish.
ARTICLES are from media releases or those that are submitted 
acknowledge the author.

Sunday, October 25 Deadline
To improve and strengthen communication and public 

engagement, the Town of The Blue Mountains has launched a public 
survey to gain feedback from residents and stakeholders to help 
understand how the Town can continually improve and enhance 
positive community engagement.

To take the survey, please visit: https://yourview.thebluemountains.
ca/communications-strategy-2020

The survey results will be reviewed by the Community 
Communications Advisory Committee and Town Staff and will be 
used to help create a comprehensive Communications Strategy for 
the Town of The Blue Mountains. The five-year Communications 
Strategy will serve as a strategic document to guide communication 
efforts between the Town and residents.

To complete the survey online, please visit the following link 
and sign in or register to create an account: http://yourview.
thebluemountains.ca. Paper copies of the survey will be available 
at Town Hall and at The Blue Mountains Public Library Branch. The 
deadline to complete the survey is Sunday, October 25, 2020.

“We can’t get enough Community input into the planning process,” 
said John Milne, Chair of the Community Communications Advisory 
Committee. “We will be working with Council and staff to ensure 
that the Communications Strategy incorporates the input we receive 
from this survey and the thinking of the residents. The Community 
Communications Advisory Committee invites you to participate in 
the survey and please encourage your friends and neighbours to do 
so as well.”

For more information, please contact:
Tim Hendry
Manager of Communications & Economic Development
519-599-3131 ext. 282

Thursday, October 22 Deadline
The Town has launched a public survey to gain feedback 

from residents to inform the preparation of a new Community 
Improvement Plan (CIP) for the Town of The Blue Mountains.

A Community Improvement Plan (CIP) is developed by municipal 
planners and economic developers working collaboratively to 
develop policies and incentives targeting specific types of growth 
and investment. This Project will consider opportunities for the Town 
to administer grants or loans to encourage private sector investment 
in attainable housing. It will also consider opportunities to update 
the existing Commercial Core Community Improvement Plan in light 
of recent economic challenges due to the Pandemic.

To complete the survey online, please visit the following link 
and sign in or register to create an account: http://yourview.
thebluemountains.ca. Paper copies of the survey will be available 
at Town Hall and at The Blue Mountains Public Library Branch. The 
deadline to complete the survey is Thursday, October 22, 2020.

In addition, a Virtual Public Open House has been scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 from 5:00pm – 7:00pm. Further details 
regarding participation in the Virtual Public Open House will be 
posted to the Town website when available.

For more information please contact:
Nathan Westendorp
Director of Planning and Development Services
519-599-3131 ext. 246
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Blue Mountains Public Library Update
L.E. Shore Library has Tech Loans available in our Library of Things. 

Borrow iPads, Chromebooks, Digital Cameras, Portable Project 
Screens and more! The Creator Space Mobile Digital Arts Lab also has 
great webinars for anyone looking to develop their digital arts skills. 

Facebook @thebluemountainslibrary
Instagram @bmplibrary
CHD Facebook @CraigleithDepot
YouTube: The Blue Mountains Public Library

October Programs 2020
Light Pollution: Much More Than Just Seeing The Stars?
Thursday, October 15th 7:00pm BMPL Zoom

Light Pollution reaches so much further than just the extinguishment 
of our stars at night. Join Ian Wheelband from the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada for a virtual discussion on nighttime lighting and 
how it impacts our environment. Register now for your ticket to this 
engaging online event.

Virtual Star Gazing
Tuesday, October 20th 7:00pm BMPL Zoom

Identify Fall constellations using a live sky video with Ian Wheelband 
from RASC. This is a rain or shine event, as you’ll still be able to view 
the sky from a remote telescope! Open to all ages, register to get 
the link to the meeting.

Author Talk with Terry Fallis
Thursday, October 22nd 7:00pm BMPL Zoom

Award-Winning, bestselling author Terry Fallis will be presenting on 
his seventh and most recent novel “Albatross”. Read all of Terry Fallis’s 
works to get ready for this exciting virtual Author Talk. Register now 
to guarantee your spot.

Break the Fake: How to Tell What’s True Online? Workshop
Monday, October 26th 10:00am BMPL Zoom

Learn four quick, easy steps you can take to spot misinformation 
and find out if something online is true or not! By the end of this 
workshop, you’ll be able to know what’s fake news and what’s real 
news. Register now to attend this online workshop.

Spooktacular Halloween Howl
Saturday, October 31st 10:00am BMPL Facebook

Calling all witches, goblins and ghosts to our Spooktacular 
Halloween Howl! Join us for a frightfully good time when we share 
spooky stories and activities. Howl with laughter when you stop in 
for a spell on our Facebook page.

One Card, One Million Possibilities: Ontario Public Library Week
Sunday, Oct 18th to Saturday, Oct 24th BMPL Facebook & Instagram
Each day during Ontario Public Library Week, we’ll be celebrating 
and sharing how each library card is One Card One Million 
Possibilities. We’ll give you a behind the scenes look into the life in 
and at the library, by celebrating and sharing through social media. 

Break the Fake: Media Literacy Week
Mon., Oct 26 to Fri., Oct 30 BMPL Facebook, Instagram & Twitter

Help spread the word about the importance of media literacy and 
good digital citizenship. Break the Fake activities will connect us 
from coast to coast to coast as we all learn to spot the Fake News 
all week long as we share tips to help you stay safe online and learn 
Fake News identifying skills.

Seniors Exercise
Mondays 10:00am BMPL Facebook

Sharon is online, providing a short exercise video on Facebook. 
Light stretches and aerobics. Sitting or standing, no matter your 
ability. Improve your fitness and balance. 

Kids Clubhouse
Tuesdays 4:30pm BMPL YouTube

Kids Clubhouse is a fun and exciting program, just for kids, that 
provides engaging and interactive activities, crafts, puzzles and 
more in weekly activity packs. Weekly activity packs will be available 
for children registered in the program that they can create through 
the week at their own pace or by following along to a video shared 
on YouTube. Session 1 runs from September 15 to December 14. 

Wired Wednesday
Wednesdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook & YouTube

Join Ashley on our Facebook page for virtual tech help. 
October 7th - Homework Help Resources
October 14th - Finding New Books in our Catalogue
October 21st - Customizing the Background of your Device
October 24th - Media Literacy Week: Keeping your Children Safe 
Online

Bedtime Story Time
Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook & YouTube

Jen will be reading quiet stories to put your family in the mood for 
dreamland. 
Digital Book Club

Thursdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook
Let’s talk books!  What are you reading? Receive book 
recommendations or give book suggestions. An interactive 
Facebook Live weekly event.

Virtual Story Time
Fridays 11:00am BMPL Facebook

A great way to start your weekend! Watch from the comfort of your 
own home. Every week features stories and fun. Ages 0-5 yrs or 
anyone who likes a good story.

Trivia Game Night
Fridays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook

Join the fun for an interactive online Trivia Game Night. Answer 
trivia questions and compete for the top-spot on our scoreboard. 
Find the link to the game on the BMPL Facebook page.

Sign up for the Weekly E-Newsletter of 
The Review or receive by mail - 25 issues / $50 

www.visitblue.ca or call 519-599-3345
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Notice of Public Open House (Virtual) 
Community Improvement Plan 

Project
What is a Community Improvement Plan? 
The Town is undertaking a study to prepare a new Community Improvement Plan (CIP) for 
attainable housing as well as refresh another separate existing CIP. A CIP is a planning and 
economic development tool that municipalities may use to facilitate broad community 
revitalization goals through grants or loans to private property owners and tenants. This 
Project will consider opportunities for the Town to administer grants or loans to encourage 
private sector investment in attainable housing. It will also consider opportunities to update to 
the existing Commercial Core CIP that exists for Thornbury, Clarksburg, and Craigleith.

Community Involvement: 
The purpose of this virtual Open House is for the public to get involved and offer input on the 
Town’s Community Improvement Plan Project. The Town is currently seeking input to develop 
an Attainable Housing Community Improvement Plan and review the 2011 Commercial Core 
CIP. 

When & Where? 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 @ 5:00PM – 7:00PM

Hosted via MICROSOFT TEAMS 
ANY PERSON may attend the virtual Open House, but pre-registration is required. 

How Can I Attend The Open House?
Anyone wishing to attend the Virtual Public Open House should pre-register early, and 
no later than Friday October 16th, 2020 at 11:00am). 
For those without a computer, a dial-in number is available.  
Please contact the Planning Division to pre-register or provide comments at 

CIP@thebluemountains.ca or by calling the Town at 519-599-3131 extension 263 
During the Open House, there will also be an opportunity to provide comments using a live 
chat forum provided through the virtual platform (Microsoft Teams). Should you require any 
assistance, the Town can accommodate. 

Other Opportunities to participate: 
We value your input throughout the Community Improvement Plan Project. There are a 
number of ways you can stay engaged, receive updates and provide your input. Below is a list 
of ways you can provide feedback to the Town. 
Visit the website for regular study updates and materials at 
      www.thebluemountains.ca/community-improvement-plan-.cfm?is=2
Sign-up for our Interested Parties email list by emailing 
      CIP@thebluemountains.ca
Complete the online survey at 
       http://yourview.thebluemountains.ca/community-improvement-plan
Submit written comments via email to 

        CIP@thebluemountains.ca  
  or via regular mail to:

 CIP Project Comments, Town of The Blue Mountains, 32 Mill St., Box 310, Thornbury NOH 2P0
  For more information on the project please contact: 

Nathan Westendorp, Director of Planning & Development Services, 
     Town of The Blue Mountains at CIP@thebluemountains.ca or 
Robert Rappolt, the Town’s consultant Project Manager from  
     WSP  at  Robert.Rappolt@wsp.com

Town Parking 
By-Law update 

By-law 2003-11 is the 
comprehensive by-law 
regulating parking in the 
Town. By-law 2020-40 was an 
amending by-law introduced 
in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic and which amended 
2003-11 by added Schedules E 
& F to prohibit or limit parking 
on certain roads in the Town 
from June 30 to October 31.  

When the COVID-19 
pandemic limited travel 
and indoor recreational 
opportunities for residents of 
southern Ontario, many were 
left searching for outdoor 
pursuits in an effort to stay 
busy, active, and engage in 
responsible social interactions. 
The Town of the Blue Mountains, 
as popular four-season retreat, 
became an increasingly popular 
destination for those looking to 
“get out of the city” and those 
seeking outdoor recreational 
opportunities. 

It quickly became clear that 
without restrictions, the Town’s 
limited waterfront areas would 
not be able to accommodate 
the crowds and maintain 
reasonable physical distancing 
between parties. In light of 
this reality, the Town took 
several steps to help protect 
the users of our waterfront 
and recreational areas and 
minimize any conflict between 
the users of public waterfront 
accesses and beaches, and 
the neighbouring private 
properties. To accomplish this 
Staff hired 6 seasonal by-law 
officers and restricted parking in 
many of the popular waterfront 
and recreational areas which 
could not accommodate 
unlimited crowds.

Staff knew that these may 
be imperfect solutions, but the 
intent was and is to implement 
these changes only until 
October 31, 2020, after which 
the changes will expire, and 
parking restrictions will return 
to the pre-COVID status quo. 
The lessons learned from this 
summer will be analyzed and 
the public will be consulted, 
over the fall and winter months 
to help guide any potential new 
parking restrictions for Spring/
Summer 2021, which will be the 
subject of a Report in the new 
year.
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Student Makers Market Micro Grant Program 
A new program offered through the Grey County Business 

Enterprise Centre is providing learning opportunities and grant 
funding to young entrepreneurs from across the region. Through the 
Student Makers Market Micro Grant Program, approved students will 
receive grants of $750 to be used towards the creation or continued 
development of a product.

Successful applicants will participate in two one-hour webinars 
focused around business skills and resources and will have the 
opportunity to sell their products at the Student Makers Market 
scheduled for December 5, 2020. If the Market cannot be safely held 
in person on that date, it will be moved online to a virtual market.

“The Maker’s Market is a great opportunity for students to learn 
entrepreneurial skills and bring their product ideas to life. Best of all, 
products will be available just in time for the holiday season,” said 
Courtney Miller, manager of the Business Enterprise Centre with Grey 
County.

Funding for the Student Makers Market Micro Grant Program is 
provided by the Province of Ontario and administered through the 
Grey County Business Enterprise Centre.

Applications are open now and close October 19, 2020. The 
program is set to begin November 2, 2020. Spaces for the program 
are limited and individuals are encouraged to apply soon.

The Business Enterprise Centre provides entrepreneurs throughout 
Grey County with the information, tools and guidance needed to 
successfully start, expand and grow their small business. To learn 
more, visit MadeInGrey.ca/Business-Enterprise-Centre  . 

One (1) vacant position
The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation is seeking 

applications in the form of letters of interest and resumes from 
members of the public for appointment to The Attainable Housing 
Corporation Board of Directors.

The Board’s composition is a 9-member volunteer Board of 
Directors, of which 8 Directors have been previously appointed. 
The Board is currently seeking to fill the remaining vacancy with a 
person in this volunteer role who is willing to share their real estate 
development experience and passion to address the housing market 
affordability gap for the growing and underserved middle income 
families and individuals in our community.

In the letters of interest and resumes, applicants are encouraged 
to include background information and any special qualifications 
or interest related to attainable housing. The Attainable Housing 
Corporation is seeking candidates preferably with experience in 
multi-family residential construction or development experience 
however, all interested individuals are encouraged to apply. 
Successful applicants should be prepared to participate in daytime 
and evening meetings at least once monthly and commit enough 
time to read meeting materials in advance of the meeting.

For additional information regarding the Attainable Housing 
Corporation, please visit The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing 
Corporation website: https://www.thebluemountainshousing.ca

Those individuals who have previously applied in 2019 and 2020 
for the Board will be contacted to confirm their continued interest in 
the Board position.

All Applications should be submitted no later than Friday, October 
23, 2020 at 1:00 pm to:

The Blue Mountains Attainable Housing Corporation
Attention:  Attainable Housing Corporation Executive Director
32 Mill Street, PO Box 310
Thornbury, Ontario  N0H 2P0
Contact Attainable Housing
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Communications Strategy 
Public Survey

To improve and strengthen communication and public engagement, the Town of The Blue Mountains has 
launched a public survey to gain feedback from residents and stakeholders. The survey results will be reviewed 

by the Community Communications Advisory Committee and Town Staff and will be used within the creation of a 
comprehensive Communications Strategy for the Town of The Blue Mountains. 

To complete the survey online, please visit the link below and sign in or register to create an account. Paper copies 
of the survey will be available at Town Hall and at The Blue Mountains Public Library Branch. 

The deadline to complete the survey is Sunday, October 25, 2020. 

https://yourview.thebluemountains.ca

How would you like the Town to communicate with you?
What Town news are you interested in learning about?

How often do you visit the Town website?
Do you use social media?

Help answer these questions!
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MRZ  PRECIOUS  METALS   
WELCOMES  YOU  TO CASH IN YOUR   

GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY AND COINS  

WE ALSO OFFER YOU THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GET EXCELLENT VALUE FOR OTHER 
ITEMS, INCLUDING SELECTIVE:  NAMED COSTUME JEWELLERY,  STERLING SILVER             

FLATWARE,  MILITARY SOUVENIRS,  POCKET WATCHES,  AND GOLD DENTAL!!  

DO YOU HAVE        
BROKEN CHAINS OR 
ONLY ONE EARRING?  
BRING THEM IN TOO.  

WE PAY YOU BY 
WEIGHT!!  

BRING IN YOUR 
COINS  ALSO 

*  PRICES PAID 
FLUCTUATE BY 
THE MARKET 

THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO PRESSURE FOR YOU TO SELL 

YOU CASH 

ENJOY THE CASUAL SETTING AT  THE MARSH STREET CENTRE  

187  MARSH STREET,  CLARKSBURG  ON.    

1 DAY ONLY 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 17 

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

*EXTRA*     RECENTLY WE HAVE DONE PARTIES ON SUNDAYS IN THE        
COLLINGWOOD AREA.    HAVE A HOME JEWELLERY PARTY!  INVITE FIVE OR 

MORE FRIENDS TO YOUR HOME WITH THEIR  JEWELLERY, COINS, ETC,  
AND AS THE HOST YOU WILL EARN UP TO 10% OF THE SALES!!    

                                                                                                                             
COME IN, OR IF YOU NEED PERSONAL SERVICE PLEASE CALL 519-841-1731  

SELECTIVE: TOYS 
AND FISHING 

TACKLE 

OR VINTAGE COL-
LECTABLES 

COVID 
PRACTICES 

                                      
RETURN 

VISIT 

With the church 
being on Grey Rd 13/
Bruce Street they have  
approached the County to request an exemption to the County’s 
75ft setback from the centerline of any county road. 

“Our congregation is making plans to renovate and build an 
addition to the front of our building:

• to accommodate a growing number of families coming to our
   church;
• to improve our nursery/childcare facilities;
• to create more space for our youth programs; and
• to improve accessibility by adding a vertical lift and better 
   washroom facilities.
This plan is our best option: We looked at relocating, but the 

costs are prohibitive. We looked at several designs, to the rear and 
sides of the church, that ultimately did not function properly with 
the existing church floor layout to meet our needs. We believe that 
adding to the front of the church building is the best use of space 
and funds and meets our goals for the community. It promotes the 
greatest positive impact for the programs we run and offers excellent 
visual impact for the broader community. In addition, by using the 
front of the building for our renovation, we maintain all our parking 
spaces used by the congregation and on a daily basis as overflow 
parking by the neighbouring Beaver Valley Community School.”

The plan falls in line with the direction of the Town of The Blue 
Mountains Zoning Bylaw and their setback parameters and the 
church is hopeful that the County’s road bylaw can show flexibility in 
this instance and allow the setback change. 

Blue Mountains 
Community 
Church Proposes 
Expansion
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Grey County - Living On Main Street Study
The County is partnering with students from University of Toronto 

Masters of Science in Planning program to undertake a study on 
downtown living opportunities in Grey County. The ‘Living on Main 
Street’ study is being completed as part of the students’ course 
work for their Masters in Planning, and will benefit the County 
and member municipalities. As part of the study, the students will 
develop recommendations on policy and incentive opportunities 
for new housing on downtown main streets across Grey County. 
Outreach in the form of stakeholder interviews, in addition to 
background research and a review of other municipal approaches, 
will be completed to inform this project. The students will complete 
and present their findings in December 2020.

In 2019, the County completed a new Official Plan, Recolour Grey, 
which provides the policy framework for the County until 2038. One 
of the key areas of public input throughout the creation of the new 
official plan was the need for additional attainable housing. The 
County has a number of initiatives on-going to support the creation 
of additional housing, including a recently established housing task 
force, and a community improvement plan template. With a new 
County Official Plan in place, a number of our member municipalities 
are now undertaking official plan reviews to bring their plans into 
conformity with the County. While the County is experiencing 
residential growth, there continues to be a lack of attainable housing 
throughout  the County. Council and staff, in addition to community 
advocates and employers, have raised the lack of attainable housing 
as a barrier to attracting newcomers and youth retention.

Downtown commercial areas (i.e. traditional ‘main streets’) 
continue to evolve with the increase in online shopping, and the 
impacts of larger commercial tenants outside the downtown. While 
the downtowns contain some housing currently, County staff would 
like to explore options for additional housing in these areas, in 
addition to maintaining healthy commercial activity. With vacancies 
on our main streets, there is additional pressure for downtown revival, 
whether it be through policy or incentive programs. Traditionally 
new ground floor residential has not been supported in these areas, 
but the County is open to new policy initiatives including mixed use 
live-work opportunities that may benefit both the residential and 
commercial sectors. County staff also want to determine whether the 
Community Improvement Plan template is effective in this regard, 
or if further adjustments are needed. Within downtown areas, there 
is great diversity across the County, and a ‘one size fits all’ policy 
approach will not work.

County Planning staff are partnering with students from University 
of Toronto Masters of Science in Planning program to study this issue 
further. The project has been branded as ‘Living on Main Street’ and 
the study process will include;
• completing a policy review of other municipal official plan and 

zoning provisions for downtown commercial or mixed-use areas,
• reviewing existing community improvement plan incentives, and 

their efficacy in supporting downtowns and housing,
• consulting with local landlords across the County to get their input 

on the current situation, including any barriers to redevelopment 
such as planning policy, legislation, market factors, or inadequate 
incentive programs, and

• recommending policy or incentive program updates to promote 
downtown revival, with a focus on the creation of new attainable 
housing opportunities.
Staff are cognizant that the scope of this study needs to consider 

the County as a whole, while also recognizing that each of our 
downtowns is unique in their composition and needs. Main street 
housing solutions must have flexibility to allow for community 
specific autonomy (i.e. downtown Thornbury is different from Owen 
Sound, which is different from Chatsworth, etc.).

Furthermore, the student team is working within a very limited 
timeframe (the study needs to be completed by early December 
2020), which is partnered with their workload from other classes as 
well. 

As part of this study, County staff will supply background resources 
to the students and connect them to County, Municipal, as well as 
the development community and landlords for their input on this 
project.
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MARSH STREET HOT TUB RAFFLE
The hot tub is generously donated by 
Thornbury Clear Choice Pools and Spas 
(value $6,000) Tickets $20 each
DINNER FOR 10 RAFFLE  
1st prize Dinner for 10; 2nd prize Lora 
Bay Foursome Round of Golf; 3rd prize Gift Card at Scandinave 
Spa; 4th prize  Thornbury Community Theatre Tickets
Tickets $10 each.      Draws to be held December 6th

Tickets at www.marshstreetcentre.com/shop

A Little Bit of Normal Returns
Jersey Barriers will be removed from Bruce Street after Thanksgiving 

and the Speed Limit on Hwy 26 from Craigleith to Georgian Peaks 
will return to 80 km/hour October 13th.

Blue Mountains Landfill
788090 Grey County Rd 13, Clarksburg
Hours:    Closed, Monday, Wednesday and Sunday
Tuesday 8a.m.–3p.m.
Thursday 8a.m.–3p.m.
Saturday 8a.m.–3p.m.


